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These results are based on our surveys of 1,005 respondents between 2 and 5 July, 2021, aged 18 years and over, each sourced from 
Dynata, and conducted online. The maximum margin of error is +/- 3.1% (at the 95% confidence level). The samples have been weighted by 
gender and age to ensure the results are representative of the population 18 years and over. The surveys were not undertaken on behalf of 

any organisation, but as part of Research New Zealand’s social polling of New Zealanders’ opinions about current issues.

We asked New Zealanders whether masks and scanning should be compulsory, and whether the public are 
following health guidelines for avoiding the spread of Covid-19 by hygienic mask use, physical distancing and 
staying home when sick.

Barely half of respondents (51%) were in agreement/strong agreement, that workplace mask wearing should 
be compulsory; while public transport (77%) and public places (61%) had much more support.

A majority of respondents were in agreement/strong agreement on scanning, particularly on public transport 
(70%).

Most respondents were not using facemasks consistently or correctly, or consistently practising physical 
distancing in public. Only 63% said they always stayed home while sick.
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Face masks (or coverings) should be compulsory to wear at 
Covid Alert Level 2 or above…

Scanning (or signing in) should be compulsory at all times…

Staying safe from Covid-19 Do you currently do any of the following...?

Total disagreement

61 19

Total in agreement 77 12

Total in agreement 70 16
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Are enough New Zealanders on-
task to wear a mask and to contact 
trace at work and in public?

 on public transport

in public places including bars and restaurants 
(except when eating or drinking)

 in workplaces

 on public transport

in public places including bars and restaurants

 in workplaces

 I wash (or sanitise) my hands before putting on 
a face mask

 I keep my face mask in a clean place (e.g. 
plastic bag) between uses on one day

I practice physical distancing in public places 
(also known as social distancing)

I I trash disposable masks or wash fabric masks 
after a day’s use

I use hand sanitiser in public places

 I stay home (away from public places) if I’m sick
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no, I don’t do this

don’t know N/A

no, didn’t think of it

35 46 3 15 2

42 44 3 11 1

35 25 7 24 10

39 23 5 21 12

63 27 2 5 2

always sometimes


