
These results are based on our surveys of 1,029 respondents between 10 and 14 June, 2021, aged 18 years and over, each sourced from 
Dynata, and conducted online. The maximum margin of error is +/- 3.1% (at the 95% confidence level). The samples have been weighted by 
gender and age to ensure the results are representative of the population 18 years and over. The surveys were not undertaken on behalf of 

any organisation, but as part of Research New Zealand’s social polling of New Zealanders’ opinions about current issues.

As we will have a new public holiday for Matariki this time next year, we thought it would be appropriate to 
measure the importance New Zealanders place on our public holidays, and what they mean to us.

Matariki stars are on the horizon but the Christmas star 
shines brightest - as New Zealand’s most

 popular holiday...    

• Spending time with family and friends (at 76% agreement), and recognising our country’s history (at 75%) are the 
most valued aspects of our public holidays.

• There are significant age-group differences, with more older (55+) New Zealanders valuing public holidays to 
“spend time with family and friends” (83%), “to recognise our country’s history” (80%), and “pay respects and 
remember the past” (74%).

• The mid-age group (35-54) are more likely to agree they value “a day off” (73%).

• Christmas and ANZAC Day are regarded as the most important holidays (75% and 74% respectively). 

• Recognition of Waitangi Day has grown and is now personally important to over half of us (52%), compared to 
43% in 2007 (14 years ago). 

• Our new 2022 Matariki holiday was rated important by 43%, a little higher than Queen’s Birthday at 40%.

What do you personally value about New Zealand’s public holidays?  

It’s time to spend with family and friends

It’s important to recognise our country’s history

It’s a time to pay respects, and remember the past

We can celebrate all cultures that make up New Zealand

I like to have a day off

Honour relationships New Zealand has with other countries/ the Commonwealth

Recognise Māori as the tangata whenua, the indigenous people, of New Zealand

The celebrations bring our communities together
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Please rate the significance of each of the following to you personally.  

Christmas - Christmas Day & Boxing Day

 ANZAC Day

 New Year – New Year’s Day & Day After

 Easter  – Good Friday & Easter Monday

 Waitangi Day

 Labour Day

 Regional anniversary days 

 Matariki (from next year)

 Queen’s Birthday
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MEDIA RELEASE (embargoed until midday 20 June) 18 June 2021 

Celebrating with family and friends, and acknowledging our history 
are reasons why Christmas and ANZAC Day are our most important 

holidays… 

 

The topic: 

In 2007, our poll results showed less than half (43%) thought Waitangi Day was a “meaningful 

day of national significance” to them. As this time next year we will have the new public holiday 

for Matariki, we thought it would be appropriate to measure the importance New Zealanders 

place on our public holidays, and what they mean to us. 

 

Our poll surveyed n=1,029 New Zealanders, 18 years of age and over, and was completed 

between 10 and 14 June 2021. We asked two questions to: 

 Gauge what the public personally value about New Zealand’s public holidays.  

 Measure the personal significance of specific holidays to New Zealanders. 

 

Key findings 

 Celebrating with family and friends, and acknowledging our history are the most 

important things people value in our public holidays: 

 Three-quarters agreed what they personally value about New Zealand’s public 

holidays is “time to spend with family and friends” (76%) and recognising “our 

country’s history” (75%). 

 So it makes sense that the Christmas and ANZAC Day holidays are regarded as the 

most important or meaningful (by 75% and 74% respectively) to New Zealanders. 

 In addition, it’s important to point out that Waitangi Day has grown in importance and is 

now regarded as personally important to over half of New Zealanders (52%). This 

compares with 43% in 2007 (14 years ago). But, a fifth (19%) also rated Waitangi Day as 

unimportant to them. 

 Our new 2022 Matariki holiday was rated important by 43%, which is actually just a 

little higher than the Queen’s Birthday holiday at 40%. So there’s still a bit of work to do to 

have Matariki acknowledged by the majority, but while a quarter (25%) rated it 

unimportant, a significant 30% rated it as neither important nor unimportant. 

 In our opinion, this means that people don’t have a closed mind to Matariki 

becoming important to New Zealanders.  
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Key results – what New Zealanders value about public holidays 

When we asked New Zealanders what they personally value about New Zealand’s public 

holidays, three-quarters agreed it’s both “time to spend with family and friends” (76%) and 

“important to recognise our country’s history” (75%). 

Around two-thirds reported they value our holidays as time “to pay respects, and remember 

the past” (68%), “celebrate all cultures that make up New Zealand” (67%), and to “have a day 

off” (64%). About three-fifths agreed it’s important to “honour the relationships New Zealand 

has with other countries and the Commonwealth” (62%), “recognise Māori as the tangata 

whenua, the indigenous people, of New Zealand” (57%) and that “the celebrations bring our 

communities together” (57%). 

In contrast, a fifth disagreed it’s important to “recognise Māori as the tangata whenua” (19%), 

and 12% disagreed that public holiday “celebrations bring our communities together”. 

 

Table 1: Q1 What do you personally value about New Zealand’s public holidays?   

 

It’s 
time to 
spend 
with 

family 
and 

friends 

It’s 
important 

to 
recognise 

our 
country’s 
history 

It’s a time to 
pay 

respects, 
and 

remember 
the past 

We can 
celebrate 

all 
cultures 

that make 
up New 
Zealand 

I like 
to 

have 
a day 

off 

It’s important to 
honour the 

relationships 
New Zealand 
has with other 
countries and 

the 
Commonwealth 

It’s important 
to recognise 
Māori as the 

tangata 
whenua, the 
indigenous 
people, of 

New Zealand 

The 
celebrations 

bring our 
communities 

together 

  Unweighted base =  1029 1029 1029 1029 1029 1029 1029 1029 

 % % % % % % % % 

Total - agree 76 75 68 67 64 62 57 57 

Strongly agree 42 36 31 30 36 22 27 19 

Agree 34 39 37 37 28 40 30 38 

Neutral 16 18 23 22 20 26 24 29 

Disagree 3 2 3 5 5 5 8 9 

Strongly disagree 3 3 3 4 4 4 11 3 

Total - disagree 6 5 6 9 9 9 19 12 

Don’t know or N/A 2 2 2 2 7 2 2 2 

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 

 

 When we look at demographic differences:  

 Older New Zealanders (55+) are significantly more likely to agree they value 

public holidays as “a time to pay respects and remember the past” (74%), “to 

recognise our country's history” (80%), and to “spend with family and friends” 

(83%). They are less likely to agree they “like to have a day off” (52%) or that it's 

important to “recognise Māori as the tangata whenua” of New Zealand (49%). 

 The mid-age group (35-54) are significantly more likely to agree they value “a day 

off” (73%). 

 Females are more likely than males to “strongly agree” they value public holidays 

for all the reasons above, except honouring the relationships New Zealand has 

with other countries and the Commonwealth (where there is no difference). 
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 Aucklanders are more likely to strongly agree they value “a day off” at 39% 

compared to 28% of Wellingtonians, but less likely to strongly agree it’s “important 

to recognise our country's history” at 33% compared to 44% of Cantabrians. 

 

Key results – significant holidays 

When asked to rate the personal significance of specific public holidays, Christmas and 

ANZAC Day were rated the most important, with three-quarters stating these two holidays are 

important (or very important) to them personally (at 75% and 74% respectively). Following, 

were the New Year and Easter holidays (rated important by 67% and 60% respectively). 

 

Around half stated that Waitangi Day (52%), Labour Day (51%) and Regional Anniversaries 

(49%) are significant to them, followed by about two-fifths who indicated Matariki (43%) and/or 

Queen’s Birthday (40%) are important. 

 

In terms of the public holidays rated as least important – Matariki (starting next year) rated 

25%, closely followed by Queen’s Birthday (23%), then Waitangi Day (19%), Regional 

anniversaries (18%) and Easter (15%). 

 

Table 2: Q2 Previous poll results have shown that specific public holidays are more 

meaningful to some people than others (i.e. over and above having a day off work).  

Please rate the significance for each of the following to you personally.   

 

Christmas 
- Christmas 

Day & 
Boxing Day 

ANZAC 
Day 

New Year 
– New 

Year’s Day 
& Day 
After 

Easter  
– Good 
Friday & 
Easter 

Monday 

Waitangi 
Day 

Labour 
Day 

Regional 
anniversary 
days (e.g. 
Auckland, 

Canterbury 
etc.) 

Matariki 
(from next 

year) 

Queen’s 
Birthday 

  Unweighted base =  1029 1029 1029 1029 1029 1029 1029 1029 1029 

 % % % % % % % % % 

Total important 75 74 67 60 52 51 49 43 40 

Very important to me 44 39 30 33 20 18 16 14 13 

Important 31 35 37 27 32 33 33 29 27 

Neutral 16 17 21 25 27 32 32 30 35 

Not important 3 4 5 7 9 9 10 10 12 

Not important to me 
at all 

4 4 6 8 10 7 8 15 11 

Not important 7 8 11 15 19 16 18 25 23 

Don’t know or N/A 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 

 

 In terms of demographic differences:  

 Respondents in the older age group (aged 55+) were significantly more likely to 

rate ANZAC Day as personally important at 85% compared to 64% of those aged 

18 to 34 years. The older group were less likely to rate Matariki as important (33%). 
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 Queen’s Birthday, Regional anniversaries and Labour Day rated higher in terms 

of their importance for the mid-age group (35-54) at 48%, 55% and 58% 

respectively. 

 Matariki was rated significantly more important to Aucklanders (50%) and 

Wellingtonians (51%), compared to Cantabrians (36%). 

 
Key results – the relationship between what’s important and specific 

holidays 

Celebrating with family and friends, and acknowledging our history are the most important 
things New Zealanders value in our public holidays. Therefore, it’s not surprising to see that 
Christmas and ANZAC rise to the top in the rankings of our most personally important 
holidays.  
 
Amongst respondents who agree with the “reasons for valuing holidays” more than four-fifths 
feel that Christmas and ANZAC Day are important to them. 
 

 

Table 3: This table shows columns based on the total who “agree” with each Q1 reason (for 

valuing holidays) by the total who think the specific holiday is "important".  

 

It’s 
time to 
spend 
with 

family 
and 

friends 

It’s 
important 

to 
recognise 

our 
country’s 
history 

It’s a time to 
pay 

respects, 
and 

remember 
the past 

We can 
celebrate 

all 
cultures 

that make 
up New 
Zealand 

I like 
to 

have 
a day 

off 

It’s important to 
honour the 

relationships 
New Zealand 
has with other 
countries and 

the 
Commonwealth 

It’s important 
to recognise 
Māori as the 

tangata 
whenua, the 
indigenous 
people, of 

New Zealand 

The 
celebrations 

bring our 
communities 

together 

Q2 
 Total  

%  
Rated  

specific 
holiday  

as   
important 

  Unweighted base =  792 768 696 692 662 638 579 600 1029 

 % % % % % % % % % 

Christmas - 
Christmas Day & 

Boxing Day 
83 84 85 85 84 85 84 86 75 

ANZAC Day 82 83 86 83 80 85 82 83 74 

New Year –  
New Year’s Day & 

Day After 
75 75 76 76 75 78 74 77 67 

Easter –  
Good Friday & 
Easter Monday 

68 69 69 67 69 71 69 70 59 

Waitangi Day 59 62 63 65 62 62 72 68 52 

Labour Day 58 58 59 60 58 62 59 62 51 

Regional 
anniversary days 

55 56 56 56 57 59 56 59 48 

Matariki 48 50 51 55 51 51 63 58 43 

Queen’s Birthday 45 47 48 48 47 53 46 51 40 

Q1 Total % Agreed 
they value this 
aspect of NZ's 
public holidays 

76 75 68 67 64 62 57 57  
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Comment: 

“While there is a sense from these results that we are somewhat traditional in our tastes – with  

Christmas and ANZAC Day our most valued public holidays - this comes backed by a strong 

sense of valuing our families and friends, and respecting our shared history.  

 

It’s encouraging to see that support for Waitangi Day has increased to half (52%) since our 

previous poll 14 years ago. This echoes our cultural diversity poll from March this year which 

showed a similar increase in the proportion who reported New Zealanders are accepting of 

cultural and religious diversity (up from 43% two years ago to almost one-half (49%). 

 

Although Matariki is not yet acknowledged by the majority as an important public holiday, it 

already has a solid core of support. Our feeling is that this is a positive result - people don’t 

seem to have closed minds given many are sitting on the fence. 

 

Finally, it’s hearteningly that our public holidays are still meaningful to most New Zealanders, 

and not everyone regards them as just a day off!”  

 

 

Research New Zealand Managing Partner, Emanuel Kalafatelis.  

 

 

This survey of 1,029 respondents aged 18 years and over was conducted online between 10 and 

14 June 2021. The maximum margin of error is +/- 3.1 percent (at the 95 percent confidence level). 

The sample has been weighted by gender and age to ensure the results are representative of the 

population 18 years plus based on these demographic criteria. The survey was not undertaken on 

behalf of any organisation, but as part of Research New Zealand’s social poll of New Zealanders’ 

opinions about topical issues. 
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Research New Zealand is an independent, New Zealand-owned research organisation 
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